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EO I1652:DECLASSIEY UPON PUBLIC ANNOUNCEMENT OF TEST 
TAGS: MILI/UK/XP 

SUBJECT: MISSILE TEST/CANTON ISLAND 

1 . WE HAVE INFORMED THE BRITISH EMBASSY HERE (CHRISTOPHER 
MAKINS) THAT DOD INTENDS TO ANNOUNCE, IN THE NEAR EUTURE, 

ITS PLAN TO CONDUCT A DEMONSTRATION LAUNCH OF AN OPERATIONAL 
ICBM EROM MALMSTROM AIR FORCE BASE IN MONTANA OUT OVER 
THE PACIFIC TEST RANGE TO THE VICINITY OF CANTON ISLAND. 

DOD HAS ASKED THAT WE NOT NOTIFY OTHERS UNTIL 24-HOURS 
BEEORE PUBLIC ANNOUNCEMENT OF THE TEST - WE WILL ADVISE. 

2. ALTHOUGH THE TEST, EROM THE CANTON ISLAND END, WILL BE 
VIRTUALLY INDISTINGUISHABLE EROM OTHER ROUTINE TESTS LAUNCHED 
FROM VANDENBERG AFB, THIS ONE IS SIGNIFICANT IN THAT IT 
INVOLVES TESTING AN OPERATIONAL MISSILE FROM AN OPERATIONAL 
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SILO. THERE WILL BE NO WARHEAD ON THE MISSILE, BUT THERE 
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WILL BE AN INSTRUMENTATION PACKAGE. 

3. THE DEMONSTRATION LAUNCH WOULD OCCUR DURING THE WINTER 
OE 1974-75. WINTER HAS BEEN CHOSEN BECAUSE OF THE NEED TO 
MINIMIZE THE RISK OF FOREST FIRES WHICH COULD BE CAUSED BY 
DEBRIS FROM THE FIRST STAGE, WHICH WILL IMPACT ON LAND. 

DOD IS UNDERTAKING COORDINATION WITH WESTERN STATES GOVERNORS 

AND THE CONGRESS, AND SOME PUBLICITY CAN PROBABLY BE EXPECTED 
DOD NEEDS ABOUT A YEAR TO MAKE ALL NECESSARY PREPARATIONS. 

4. ALTHOUGH WE HAVE NO LEGAL OBLIGATION TO INFORM HMG, 

THE FACT THAT THIS IS A DIFFERENT TYPE OF MISSILE TEST 
AND THAT THERE MAY BE PUBLICITY PROMPTS US TO DO SO AS A 
COURTESY. NEEDLESS TO SAY, IT IS WITHOUT PREJUDICE TO 
OUTSTANDING SOVEREIGNTY ISSUES AND CLAIMS OVER CANTON 
ISLAND. WE HAVE MADE THIS POINT WITH MAKINS. 

5. FOR MEXICO CITY AND OTTAWA: WE DO NOT EXPECT THAT 
THIS LAUNCH WILL PASS NEAR MEXICAN OR CANADIAN TERRITORY 
OR AIR SPACE. THE ABOVE IS PROVIDED FOR YOUR INFORMATION 
ONLY, PARTICULARLY IN THE EVENT THAT PRESS OR OFFICIAL 
INQUIRIES ARE STIMULATED BY PUBLICITY GIVEN TO EITHER 

THE TEST OR ANNOUNCEMENT OF IT. WE WILL ADVISE YOU BEFORE 
A DOD ANNOUNCEMENT SO THAT YOU CAN, AT YOUR DISCRETION, 

ADVISE MEXICAN AND CANADIAN GOVERNMENTS. RUSH 
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